
 

 

 

 
Board of Directors Meeting  
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Children’s Policy Report              Item  VI. C. 

  
  
  

 
 
Recommended Action: Information Only 
 
Issue: Legislative Update 
 
Strategic Plan Goal:                Increase the efficiency of JWB’s work      
 
 
State Budget 
 
The Florida Legislature Office of Economic and Demographic Research, (EDR) 
presented the Long-Range Financial Outlook to the Legislative Budget Commission 
(LBC) in mid-September 2009.  Current projections show a deficit of $923 million for 
FY 2010- 11 and potentially a $1.2 billion deficit for FY 11-12 depending on how the 
Legislature allocates recurring and non recurring revenue, including trust funds.  
 
The LBC voted 9 -1 to amend the projections to factor in the available funds from the 
Florida Hurricane Trust Fund of $16 billion compared to maximum obligations of $23 
billion.  In addition they want the recognition of Citizen’s Property Insurance ability to 
pay $16 billion in claims offset with the probable loss maximum of $23 billion. This 
further identifies the precarious nature of the state’s budget and ability to respond in an 
emergency situation.    
 
The EDR forecast also indicates that the current recession is the longest on record and 
will continue until Spring of 2010.  Pinellas County’s unemployment ranked 42 of 67 
counties at 10.9%. Florida ranks in the top five states in foreclosure activity with Pinellas 
in the top 10 counties with 1,944 foreclosure filings in August, 2009.   
 
Seminole Gambling Compact 

The Senate has received the agreement and Florida Statues requires them to ratify the 
compact in order to make it valid. As part of their due diligence, the Senate has sent the 
Governor a list of questions about the gambling deal with the Seminole Tribe. The 
questions are mostly technical, like the definition of “net gambling profits” and how the 
state's share of profits is calculated. There are also questions about legal liability, and 
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exclusive rights to games. Gov. Crist has suggested a special session to get the deal 
approved, however, Senate President Jeff Atwater does not favor a special session due to 
the complexity of the issue. 

 
State House Committee Rework 
 
House Speaker Shakes Up Council and Committee Structure 
 
House Speaker Larry Cretul announced a significant restructuring of House Councils and 
Committee, many of which the changes represented sweeping changes for the panels that 
regulate health care policy and spending by eliminating four committees and reducing the 
number of lawmakers on each committee. The Speaker merged two powerful budget-
writing committees into one smaller one headed by Rep. David Rivera, R-Miami. 
Specifically, he eliminated the Human Services Appropriations and Healthy Seniors 
Committees, and will refer health care and human services bills with a fiscal impact to 
the Health Care Appropriations Committee. Cretul also placed Rep. Denise Grimsley, R-
Highlands (a registered nurse), in charge of the Health Care Appropriations Committee, 
which oversees the $17-billion Medicaid program. 
 
 
CSC Initiatives 
 
JWB Staff and Board Members Participate in Results-Based Accountability 
Workshops 
 
Mark Friedman, international consultant and author of, Trying Hard is Not Enough! 
conducted a day-long workshop on Results-Based Accountability (RBA) September 15 in 
Orlando. Sponsored by the Children's Services Councils and organized by the Policy 
Group, the event drew more than 125 people, including 7 JWB staff members. RBA is a 
method for using performance measures to improve program and agency performance 
and to improve outcomes targeted to population level well-being. According to Friedman, 
the hallmark of the method is that it is simple, uses common sense, plain language, and 
minimum paper and, most importantly, focuses accountability on both population and 
program results. Hoping to make the system easy to understand and manage, the 
performance measures hinge on three common sense questions:  How much did we do?  
How well did we do it? Is anyone better off? Feedback from workshop participants was 
extremely positive.  JWB and the Children’s Board of Hillsborough County (CBHC) co-
sponsored a follow-up training on September 17 in Tampa at the CBHC offices. Over 60 
Pinellas people, including JWB Board members, staff, and community leaders had an 
opportunity to learn about the common sense approach to answer the question: Do we 
make a difference?  JWB staff will begin implementing components of the RBA process 
immediately as opportunities present themselves.    
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Children's Board Votes to Fund Two County Programs Hit by Cuts 
 
The Children's Board of Hillsborough County (CBHC) voted unanimously to approve 
funding to help address two areas slated by the county for reduction or elimination: child 
care licensing and afterschool programs. The board vote followed a request by 
Hillsborough Board of County Commissioners for the Children's Board to provide the 
county $1.9 million to maintain the two programs for fiscal years 2010 and 2011. The 
plan approved by the CBHC creates community collaboration to sustain the local child 
care licensing effort.  It includes recommendations to reduce operating costs, rely on the 
Children's Board, Early Learning Coalition of Hillsborough County and Department of 
Children and Families for additional support, and increase licensing fees paid by child 
care providers. 
 
FCSC Newsletter – September 30, 2009 – Issue # 34 
 
Attached is the most recent edition that updates topics from the September 10, 2009 
Children’s Policy Report.  This e-newsletter has hyperlinks for additional information 
and was e-mailed to Board members for enhanced access.  
 
Office of Resource Development Update 
 
Pinellas County to receive $42,000 to Increase Enrollment in Children’s Health 
Insurance Program 

HHS Secretary Kathleen Sebelius announced $40 million in grants to 69 grantees in 41 
states and the District of Columbia to help them find and enroll children who are 
uninsured but eligible for either Medicaid or the Children’s Health Insurance Program 
(CHIP). The Pinellas Healthy Start Coalition serves as the Healthy Kids Outreach 
Coordinator and will be the sub-award recipient of the $998,177 that will be awarded to 
the University of South Florida/Chiles Center.  JWB’s Office of Resource Development 
provided Pinellas-specific content for the grant application.   

Recognizing that millions of children are eligible for Medicaid or CHIP, but are therefore 
needlessly uninsured, the Children’s Health Insurance Program Reauthorization Act of 
2009 (CHIPRA) set aside $100 million for fiscal years 2009-2013 expressly to help find 
and enroll eligible children.  Of the total outreach amount, $80 million will be given to 
states and other organizations, $10 million to Tribal organizations and $10 million for a 
national outreach effort. Today’s awards are for a two year period ending Dec. 31, 2011, 
which will then be followed by a second round of $40 million in new grants. 

As called for in CHIPRA, grants were awarded to applicants whose outreach, enrollment 
and retention efforts will target geographic areas with high rates of eligible but uninsured 
children, particularly those with racial and ethnic minority groups who are uninsured at 
higher-than-average rates.  For example, 20 percent of the projects to be funded will 
target Hispanic children, with an emphasis on Hispanic teens, and 11 percent will focus 
on homeless children and seven percent will be aimed at Native American/Alaska Native 
children. 
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Florida Children's Services Council 

NEWS UPDATE   

Issue: #34 September 30, 2009  
 

Quick Links 

FCSC Home Page 
  

Florida Afterschool 
Network 

  
 FCSC Brochure  

  
Creating a CSC 

Social Media Buzz 

 

Recognizing the value of 
social technologies, Florida 
CSC brings you the latest 
Social Media Buzz. Send 
your social media links 
(videos, blogs, Facebook, 
Twitter, etc.) for 
consideration to 
webmaster@floridacsc.org.  
  
  
> FaceBook: United Way 
Group  
  
> Blog: Early Ed Watch 
 
> YouTube: After the 
School Bell Rings - Part 1 
  
 
  

Dates to Watch 

   

TOP STORIES 

  
Legislator Establishes Florida's First-Ever Early Childhood Caucus  
Over the past few months, Rep. Ari Porth (D-
Broward) has been working to establish 
Florida's first-ever Early Childhood Caucus - a 
bipartisan group focused on ensuring Florida's 
children are healthy and prepared to succeed. 
The caucus will be organized in time for the 
2010 Legislative Session. In August, Rep. 
Porth sent an email to all legislators inviting 
them to join the caucus and has had an 
excellent response.  Republicans and 
Democrats have joined, and more are likely to 
sign on. Special thanks go to Evan Goldman 
with the CSC of Broward County for working 
with Rep. Porth to make the Early Childhood 
Caucus a reality. The children's services councils look forward to 
working with Rep. Porth and other members to advance an effective 
early childhood agenda. 
  
Florida KidCare Asks Students to "Act-Out for Health" 
Florida KidCare is holding its third annual Act-Out for Health contest to 
spread the word about the state's affordable health insurance for 
children. This year, KidCare wants middle and high school students to 
get involved by using their creative talents and ideas to create a 
television PSA or billboard. Contestants will write, direct and produce 30-
second advertisements about Florida KidCare: why it's important, how 
much it costs and what it means for families. This year, graphic design 
and technology students can also participate in the billboard design 
competition. Entries are due by Dec. 2. Find out more at 
www.actout4health.org. 
  
Kudos to the Florida Afterschool Network Board and Partners 
Florida's Afterschool Network, with its talented partners, recently was 
recognized for a promotional video released earlier this year.  The 
Association of Cable Communicators recently selected the national 
Afterschool Alliance (AA) to receive its prestigious 2009 Association of 
Cable Communicators' Community Bridges Award. The award 
recognizes the cable television special, "After the School Bell Rings," 
produced through the collaborative efforts of the AA, Bright House 
Networks, the Florida Cable Association, Sunsports/Fox Sports Florida 
and the Florida Afterschool Network. Each year, the Community Bridges 
Award recognizes outstanding, non-cable partner organizations that 
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Oct. 5, 2009 
Webinar: The Heckman 
Equation 
  
Oct. 6-7, 2009 
FCSC Board of Directors 
Meeting 
CSC of Palm Beach 
  
Oct. 12-14, 2009 
Florida Coalition for 
Children Annual 
Conference 
Orlando 
  
Nov. 18-20, 2009 
"Meeting the Needs of 
Young Children and 
Families" Conference 
Tampa 
  
Dec. 1, 2009 
Children and Youth 
Cabinet Meeting 
Gainesville  
  
January 28, 2010 
Children and Youth 
Cabinet Meeting 
Tallahassee 
  
Feb. 25 & 26, 2010 
Expect Success Evidence-
Based Programs: Lasting 
Impacts Conference  
 
March 2, 2010 
Legislative Session Begins 
  
April 11-13, 2010 
Children's Week 
Tallahassee 
  
April 30, 2010 
Regular Legislative 
Session Ends  

Send Me More  
FCSC News Updates 

 

increase recognition of highly worthy community service. Past winners of 
this national award include Habitat for Humanity, the PTA, the 
Partnership for a Drug Free America and Big Brothers and Big sisters of 
America. The Association of Cable Communicators will present the 
Community Bridges award at a gala ceremony in Denver on Oct. 26.  A 
special thank you goes to FAN Board Member Steve Wilkerson and 
Janice Caluda, both of the Florida Cable Association, Reinaldo Llano 
with Bright House Networks, and one of the "stars," Bobbi Davis of the 
Children's Board of Hillsborough County.  
  
More on Afterschool 
In other afterschool news, Florida leads all other states except California 
in the number of Lights on Afterschool events planned for Oct. 22. That 
day marks the Afterschool Alliance's 10th Annual Lights on Afterschool 
Day. Every year, communities in states across the nation hold events to 
emphasize the importance of afterschool programs. The number of 
events planned nationwide this year totals 4,538 - 500 ahead of last 
year. Florida has 508 events. California has 563. The next closest state 
is New York with 282 events. See coverage on the national event in the 
Washington Business Journal. 

FEDERAL WATCH  

 
Initiative Focuses on Early Learning Programs  
A Sept. 22 article published in the New York Times sheds light on the 
Early Learning Challenge Fund provision that is part of the Student Aid 
and Fiscal Responsibility Act passed by the House on Sept. 17. 
According to the article, "The Senate is expected to pass similar 
legislation this fall, giving President Obama, who proposed the 
Challenge Fund during the presidential campaign, a bill to sign in 
December." Read the article. 

CSC NEWS  

  
Palm Beach CSC Receives Top Honors for Video Created In-House 
The CSC of Palm Beach County won a first place Savvy Award for an 
animation created by its Public Information Department called "Sentinel 
Outcomes Simplified." The CSC also claimed a third place award for its 
branding campaign at the national 3CMA conference in Scottsdale, AZ 
last week. 3CMA (City County Communications and Marketing 
Association) is a membership organization of the public information and 
marketing staffs of municipal and county governments throughout the 
United States. There were more than 2,000 entries in some 50 
categories. This was the first year CSC of Palm Beach County submitted 
entries. Florida CSC congratulates the CSC of Palm Beach on their 
awards. 
  
Children's Trust to Examine State of Juvenile Justice in Miami-
Dade   
In collaboration with the Circuit 11 Juvenile Justice Board, The 
Children's Trust is sponsoring a community forum to examine the current 
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CSCs strategically invest 
in primary prevention 
and early intervention 

programs and services. 
 

  

state of juvenile justice in Miami-Dade County. The Children's Trust is 
inviting all stakeholders to participate in helping to develop a juvenile 
justice strategic plan and legislative agenda for dismantling the "cradle to 
prison" pipeline in the community. The event will take place Friday, Oct. 
2, from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. at the University of Miami Medical Campus, 
Clinical Research Building. Visit thechildrenstrust.org  for details or to 
register. The forum is free. Lunch, refreshments, and parking will be 
provided. 

IN OTHER NEWS  

 
3rd Annual Telluride Summit Concludes 
The Partnership for America's Economic Success (PAES) recently 
concluded its Third Annual Telluride Economic Summit on Early 
Childhood Investment held in Telluride, CO. The event hosted business, 
economic, finance, philanthropy and policy leaders, and was co-hosted 
by the Telluride Foundation. The Telluride Summit focused on strategies 
for building a quality workforce and for spending state and federal 
budget resources wisely. During the three-day summit participants also 
focused on building an effective national business leader coalition to 
make early childhood investment an integral part of rebuilding the 
economy to achieve workforce competitiveness and fiscal sustainability. 
PAES has created a summit web page that will be updated gradually 
with materials presented during the event. Go to Telluride Summit web 
page. 
  
Florida Senate Committee Reviews VPK Public Records Exemption 
Under legislative mandate, the Senate Committee on Education Pre-K - 
12 recently reviewed a public records exemption that exists for 
participants in the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program 
(Section 1002.72, F.S.). Under the Open Government Sunset Review 
Act, the exemption would be repealed on Oct. 2, 2010, unless reenacted 
by the Legislature. The public records exemption was originally enacted 
by the 2005 Legislature (Ch. 2005-88, L.O.F.) to protect the individual 
records of a child enrolled in the VPK program with respect to records 
held by an early learning coalition, the Agency for Workforce Innovation, 
or a VPK program provider. The statute also provides that such records 
include assessment data, health data, records of teacher observations, 
and personal identifying information of the enrolled child and his or her 
parent. 
  
In its review, Senate staff found that the exemption meets the 
requirements for reenactment. Staff recommended that the public 
records exemption in s. 1002.72, F.S., be reenacted with a modification 
to specifically authorize early learning coalitions to share confidential and 
exempt records of children enrolled in the VPK education program with 
contract service providers. View the full report (2010-213). 
  
Worst to First Listening Tour Completes First Leg of Million-Steps 
Journey 
Lawton "Bud" Chiles completed the first part of his walk across Florida in 
Pensacola last week. While there, he and son Geoff Chiles met with 
Student Government Association leaders at Pensacola Junior College to 
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talk about issues in education. Called the One Million Steps Listening 
Tour, Chiles' march across the state is part of a larger statewide 
awareness campaign launched by Worst to First to focus attention on 
the need to improve Florida's investments in children's health, education 
and welfare. Along the way, Chiles and other Worst to First supporters 
will meet with students to hear their stories, and encourage them to be 
part of the solution for Florida's education challenges. The Million Steps 
Listening Tour is scheduled to end in Miami in March. Media response 
has been positive. See the article in the Pensacola News Journal. Also 
see television news coverage on WEAR-TV. Follow the Million Steps 
tour with Google maps and photos online. To learn more about Worst to 
First, go to www.worsttofirst.org. 
  
Sun Sentinel Investigation: Trust Betrayed 
A six-month Sun Sentinel investigation into Florida's background 
screening system found disturbing flaws that allow people with records 
for crimes including child abuse, assault and murder to work in day care 
centers, assisted living facilities and homes for the elderly and disabled. 
Employees are routinely hired before background checks are made. 
Even when criminal offenses are discovered, caregivers can still work 
with little more than a promise not to break the law again. The result: 
Children and defenseless adults have been harmed and exploited by 
people with criminal pasts, their trust betrayed by a system that fails to 
protect them. See the investigative series online. 
  
DJJ "Restraint-Free" Approach Gets Thumbs Up from Tallahassee 
Newspaper 
Mike McCaffrey, Director of Staff Development and Training with the 
Department of Juvenile Justice, recently wrote a whitepaper to promote 
the agency's hard work on the "restraint-free" approaches employed 
successfully across the agency's programs. Last week, the Tallahassee 
Democrat published an editorial about the effort and its successes. View 
the DJJ whitepaper. See the Sept. 22 editorial in the Tallahassee 
Democrat, "Our Opinion: It's all good." 
  
Ounce of Prevention Promotes Infant Safe Sleeping Awareness 
Campaign 
Sleep Right, Sleep Tight is a public 
awareness campaign developed by 
Prevent Child Abuse Florida in 
partnership with the Florida Department 
of Children and Families and community 
stakeholders. The campaign provides 
information about how to keep babies in a 
safe sleeping environment. Campaign 
brochures and tip sheets may be 
downloaded and reproduced free of 
charge from the Ounce of Prevention web 
site. To obtain higher resolution files for 
professional printing, contact Lonnie Parizek at lparizek@ounce.org. A 
Sleep Right, Sleep Tight campaign video about safe infant sleep is also 
available online. DVD copies of the video can be requested by emailing 
lparizek@ounce.org. 
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NET DATA  

 
Behind the Numbers: What Census Bureau Estimates of Uninsured 
Mean  
A new estimate of the number of uninsured Americans at county, state, 
and national levels was issued recently as part of the U.S. Census 
Bureau's first-ever release of data collected through the American 
Community Survey (ACS). The ACS is conducted by the Census Bureau 
to provide communities with up-to-date information on key demographics 
and policy-relevant data. By polling about 30 times more Americans than 
the Census Bureau's Current Population Survey (CPS), the ACS is able 
to estimate the number of uninsured Americans at the county level-data 
that will be useful for state and federal health policymakers alike. A new 
issue brief prepared by experts at the State Health Access Data 
Assistance Center explores how the use of these new data could 
complement existing data sets, in particular the CPS. Both surveys will 
produce state-level insurance coverage estimates in the fall of each 
year, reflecting the prior year's coverage rates. Read the policy brief 
  
CLASP Launches DataFinder 
To complement its research, analyses and advocacy, CLASP has 
launched DataFinder, an easy-to-use tool that allows policymakers, 
advocates and others to download and synthesize information about 
various programs and trends that affect low-income people and families. 
The DataFinder currently includes state and national data on: child care 
assistance spending and participation; Head Start and Early Start 
participation; Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) 
expenditures; young child demographics; and poverty. The tool also 
provides community-level statistics on education, demographics and 
youth violence. CLASP will add more data to this evolving tool over time. 
Go to www.clasp.org/data to create custom tables and explore this new 
tool. 

EVENTS 

  
Webinar Focuses on "The Heckman Equation" and Investing in 
Kids  
On Monday, Oct. 5, from 3:00 - 4:30 p.m. (EDT), the Partnership for 
America's Economic Success will present a webinar with speakers 
Suzanne Muchin (ROI Ventures) and Rich Neimand (Neimand 
Collaborative). They will present new, persuasive messages and 
communication tools to spur investment in early childhood development. 
Through extensive research among policymakers, influentials and the 
public, Muchin and Neimand have found the best ways to leverage 
Professor James Heckman's groundbreaking work on the economic 
return of early childhood programs. Their session will focus on their 
research, findings and strategies for using The Heckman Equation to 
advance advocacy. Webinar participants will also gain access to videos, 
and printed and interactive tools to enhance communications. Register 
online at: https://www2.gotomeeting.com/register/880985474. 
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Children's Forum Offers Free Webinar on Professional 
Development Registry Tool 
As part of a contract with The Children's Trust of Miami-Dade County, 
the Children's Forum created a Professional Development 
Registry. Recently, the Forum decided that it will provide licenses, at no 
charge, to early learning coalitions who wish to use the registry (with 
current features as is). Pricing for additional features beyond the 
database architecture is also available. To better acquaint coalitions with 
the features and capabilities of the Registry, the Children's Forum is 
hos g nged two times from tin a webinar. The Forum has arra
which individuals may choose to attend.  

• October 12, 2009 at 3:00 PM  
• October 13, 2009 at 9:00 AM 

Anyone interested in attending a webinar, or finding out more 
information, should contact Saralyn Grass at 850-487-6351 or 
sgrass@thechildrensforum.com.  
   
Florida Coalition for Children to Hold Annual Conference in 
October 
The Florida Coalition for Children is holding its 2009 conference with a 
focus on "Protecting & Preserving Florida's Most Valuable Resource - 
Our Children and Families." The event will take place October 12-14, 
2009, in Orlando at Rosen Shingle Creek. Register by Sept. 15 and 
save. For more information, visit the Florida Coalition for Children web 
site. 
  
Conference Focuses on "Meeting the Needs of Young Children and 
Families" 
The Early Childhood Council (ECC) and the Florida Association for 
Infant Mental Health (FAIMH) will be co-hosting a conference, "Meeting 
the Needs of Young Children and Families," November 18-20, 2009, at 
the Grand Hyatt Tampa Bay. Early registration is $125 for ECC or 
FAIMH members (deadline is September 15), which includes the pre-
conference event on Nov. 18 and the full conference program Nov. 19-
20 with a reception Thursday night. For more information, call (813) 837-
7753 or visit www.ecctampabay.org. 
  
NAEYC to Hold Annual Conference & Expo in Washington 
The National Association for the Education of Young Children will hold 
its annual conference Nov. 18-21, 2009, in Washington, DC. This year's 
conference features more than 900 sessions on diverse topics and 
themes reflecting both traditional strategies and cutting-edge practice. 
Look for presentations on topics ranging from how to plan an effective 
elected official's visit to your center, to the role of quality rating systems 
in professional development, as well as what's on the early childhood 
federal horizon. Housing and registration are now open.  
  
National Afterschool Association Convention Set for April 2010, 
Seeking Workshop RFPs 
Join thousands of afterschool professionals for outstanding learning and 
networking experiences at the National Afterschool Association 
Convention in Washington, DC, April 19-21, 2010. The event will feature 
hundreds of workshops from across the afterschool field. Early 
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registration is available through Aug. 31, 2009. For details, or to submit 
your workshop proposals through an online RFP process, visit 
www.naaconvention.org/workshop.html. Proposals will be accepted until 
Sept. 25, 2009. 
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