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The Kaiser Commission on Medicaid and the Uninsured Releases
“Rising Health Pressures in an Economic Recession” 

National Report Focuses on Pinellas County, Three Other Communities

JWB Children’s Services Council Facilitates Local Focus Group  

(Pinellas County, FL)  The Kaiser Commission on Medicaid and the Uninsured, part of the Kaiser Family Foundation, a non-profit, private operating foundation focusing on the major health care issues facing the U.S., as well as the U.S. role in global health policy and Lake Research Partners has released a study entitled “Rising Health Pressures in an Economic Recession,” which offers a comprehensive overview of four American communities, including Clearwater/St. Petersburg (Pinellas County).

As the nation debates comprehensive health care and health insurance reform, this timely report focuses on communities at a grassroots level, and the struggles of those who have “suffered economic reversals and lost health coverage, forcing many to juggle bills and postpone visits to the doctor while they scramble to find a new job.”  

The JWB Children’s Services Council was instrumental in facilitating the focus group and interviews for the Pinellas County area.  Findings in the report include: 

· The recession highlights wide gaps in our health care system.  Said a Clearwater mother of two who is in treatment for breast cancer: “Medical bills are stacking up.  I’m just putting them in a drawer because I don’t know what the heck else to do with them.”

· Safety-net providers are overwhelmed.  Said a Clearwater service provider interviewed by the Kaiser team: “We’ve seen a striking increase in a lot more alarming things.  The homeless population is going up.  We work with the Religious Community Services – they provide a food pantry.  Their food pantry requests have gone up something like 500%.  It has just skyrocketed.  The lines just [keep getting longer] and they can’t keep food in the pantries.”

· Safety-net funding is declining just as the need is greatest.

· Recovery will take a long time.  From the report [pg. 14]: Even if current efforts to enact health care reform succeed, the improvements will take time to reach millions of families who are struggling right now.  

The national economic backdrop for the report could not be more dire:

· Since December 2007, the number of unemployed Americans has risen by 7.2 million, totaling 14.7 million – 9.5% -- in June 2009.  

· Five million Americans have lost their health insurance due to joblessness since the recession started.  
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In Pinellas County, the news is equally bad – or even worse: 

· In Pinellas County, according to the JWB data website www.AboutPinellasKids.org, the number of Pinellas County households receiving food stamps increased to a new all time high of 50,285 (90,104 residents) in June 2009, an increase of 36.7% above a year ago. This represents approximately 12% of Pinellas County’s total number of households

· The impact of the mortgage crisis and economic recession on Pinellas County households, particularly those with children, has resulted in a tripling of foreclosure case filings between 2006 and 2008.  During the first six months of 2009, foreclosure case filings were 24% higher than the year earlier period.

· Pinellas County’s unemployment rate (not seasonally adjusted) in June 2009 increased to a new record high of 10.9%, 82% above June 2008.

Other communities surveyed in the report include Beloit, Wisconsin; Long Island, N.Y.; and Sonoma, California.

Read the study at the Kaiser Family Foundation website here:

http://www.kff.org/uninsured/7949.cfm

View the Kaiser Family Foundation Health Care Forum webcast here:

http://www.kff.org/healthreform/kcmu080609vid.cfm

For more data on children and families in Pinellas County, visit:

http://www.AboutPinellasKids.org

About the Kaiser Commission on Medicaid and the Uninsured

The Kaiser Commission on Medicaid and the Uninsured provides information and analysis on health care coverage and access for the low-income population, with a special focus on Medicaid’s role and coverage of the uninsured.  Begun in 1991 and based in the Kaiser Family Foundation’s Washington, DC office, the Commission is the largest operating program of the Foundation.  The Commission’s work is conducted by the Foundation staff under the guidance of a bipartisan group of national leaders and experts in health care and public policy  For more information on the Kaiser Family Foundation, visit www.kff.org

About Lake Research Partners

Lake Research Partners is a national public opinion and political strategy research firm founded by Celinda Lake in 1995. The firm quickly expanded to become Lake Snell Perry Mermin and Associates, and in 2005 continued to grow through a merger with Decision Research. Our principals are leading information and political campaign strategists, serving as tacticians and senior advisors to a wide range of advocacy groups, labor unions, non-profits, government agencies, companies and foundations, as well as dozens of elected officials at all levels of the electoral process. The firm is national in scope, with offices in Washington, DC, New York, and California, and senior staff located in Washington, Oregon, and Virginia.  For more information about Lake Research Partners, visit www.lakeresearch.com

About the JWB Children’s Services Council of Pinellas County

JWB ensures positive development and well-being of all children and families in Pinellas County through the prudent investment in solutions that work.

The JWB Children’s Services Council of Pinellas County (JWB) is the nation’s first Children’s Services Council.  JWB was established in 1946 as the first county-wide agency dedicated to improving the lives of children and families.  JWB utilizes dedicated property tax revenue to fund services to the children and working families of Pinellas County through our partners, including non-profit organizations, governmental agencies, and grassroots community groups.
  
JWB supports the healthy development of all children and their families in Pinellas County through advocacy, research, planning, training, communications, coordinating of resources and funding.  For more information on the JWB Children’s Services Council of Pinellas County, call 727-547-5600, or visit www.jwbpinellas.org
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