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JWB Brings Together County-Wide Leaders To Help 
Families of Domestic Violence 
(Clearwater) – On Tuesday, September 8, 2009, the JWB Children’s Services Council of Pinellas County (JWB) will host eight county-wide leaders to sign an historic agreement to help families of domestic violence and improve coordination between agencies.

The event will take place at JWB, 14155 58th Street North, Clearwater, FL, Room 191.  The event begins at 11:00 am.     
The signatories of this important inter-agency agreement are the leaders of child welfare and domestic violence service agencies.  Signers include:  

· Michael Bernstein, Gulf Coast Community Care

· Sheriff Jim Coats, Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office

· Duggan Cooley, Religious Community Services

· Nicholas Cox, Department of Children and Families

· Barbara Daire, Suncoast Center, Inc.

· Dave Lomaka, Directions for Mental Health

· Linda Osmundson, Community Action Stops Abuse

· Ron Zychowski, Eckerd Youth Alternatives

Introductory remarks will be offered by Domestic Violence Task Force Chair Wendy Loomas, of the Pinellas County Health Department.
The intent of this important agreement is to promote the safety and well being of both children and adult victims of violence through a team approach to helping families where child abuse and domestic violence are present.  By signing this agreement, all parties are expressing their commitment to work as partners on shared cases.

Before the creation of this agreement, questions of jurisdiction, control, and support were more difficult to answer because the agencies that helped families where child abuse and domestic violence are present did not consistently coordinate their efforts and did not fully understand one another’s requirements.  With the signing of this agreement, these agencies will take a great step forward in their coordination to help families exposed to abuse.  
(Continued)
The purpose of the Pinellas County Domestic Violence Task Force is to promote the prevention of domestic and sexual violence, to enhance victim safety and to hold batterers accountable.  The goals are: 
1. To develop and implement primary prevention strategies.

2. To facilitate and implement a coordinated community response to domestic violence.

3. To provide ongoing education and assessment of the coordinated community response.
For more information about the task force, visit their website: http://www.dvtf.org/
About the JWB Children’s Services Council of Pinellas County

JWB ensures positive development and well-being of all children and families in Pinellas County through the prudent investment in solutions that work.

The JWB Children’s Services Council of Pinellas County (JWB) is the nation’s first Children’s Services Council.  JWB was established in 1946 as the first county-wide agency dedicated to improving the lives of children and families.  JWB utilizes dedicated property tax revenue to fund services to the children and working families of Pinellas County through our partners, including non-profit organizations, governmental agencies, and grassroots community groups.

JWB supports the healthy development of all children and their families in Pinellas County through advocacy, research, planning, training, communications, coordinating of resources and funding.  For more information on the JWB Children’s Services Council of Pinellas County, call 727-547-5600.
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