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FLORIDA CHILDREN’S SERVICES COUNCILS CONSENT TO LEGISLATIVE PROPOSAL 

REQUIRING STAGGERED VOTER REFERENDUMS
~Children’s Services Councils can now focus solely on supporting the children in their communities~
TALLAHASSEE – Late yesterday, the Florida Children’s Services Council accepted an agreement with Sen. Joe Negron that will require the state’s eight Children’s Services Councils (CSC) to be reapproved by the voters in their counties via a local referendum.  The first referendums would be held in Martin, Okeechobee and St. Lucie Counties in 2014.  Referendums in Broward, Hillsborough, Palm Beach and Pinellas counties would take place in 2016 followed by Miami-Dade County in 2020.  Voters would then have the opportunity to approve their local CSC in perpetuity, or for a specific number of years of their choosing. If the ballot language does not prescribe a timeline for reapproval, subsequent referendums will be held every 12 years.  
The agreement follows months of protracted debate and disagreement over SB 1216/HB 1227, which would have required five CSCs to go to the ballot this fall leaving little time to prepare and launch the necessary voter education campaigns.  The bill would have also required CSCs to return to the ballot every six years forcing CSCs to remain in a constant “campaign mode” and detracting from their core mission.  
“It was clear Sen. Negron was very passionate about this issue and felt strongly that CSCs should be reapproved by the voters. However, there were a number of components in his original bill and successive amendments that would have crippled CSCs’ ability to make the kind of long-term investments in children the voters empowered them to do,” said Vivian Alarcon, Chief Executive Officer of the Florida Children's Services Council.  “It was also clear that without resolution, this issue would resurface year after year, possibly with even more dire consequences for Florida’s children.  The agreement addresses Sen. Negron’s concerns and brings closure to a legislative conflict that would have continued to shift the focus away from children.”
Since 1946, electors in eight counties established CSCs through local referendums to ensure there were independent bodies overseeing dedicated and stable funding for programs that improve the lives of children in the community.  These CSCs have always been accountable to the citizens of their county, governing boards, county commissions and Florida Legislature.  Under current law, a county commission or the Legislature can ask voters to decide if they want to keep their local Council.  

Additionally, CSCs are subject to Florida’s Sunshine Laws.  All of their records and meetings are open to the public, including budgets, financial reports and program information.  The composition of their boards is dictated by Florida law, and how they collect, budget and expend funds are also prescribed by statute.  They submit quarterly financial reports and independent annual audits to the county and annually send audits of financial records to the Florida Department of Financial Services.  
CSCs are a local funding solution authorized in statute. They invest local dollars in local programs designed to meet the unique needs of that community.  Further, they leverage local dollars to secure millions in federal matching money and private donations.  CSCs also benefit their community by reducing juvenile crime, enhancing school performance, decreasing child abuse and neglect and reducing infant mortality rates.

“This has been an arduous process. While a few CSCs voiced concerns over the agreement, and consensus was not easily reached, we did all agree it was time to move past this so we can return our focus to children,” added Alarcon.  “We appreciate the outpouring of support for CSCs, and are grateful to the many strong champions in our communities who stood by us throughout this process. We encourage their ongoing support through the upcoming referendums to ensure Florida’s children continue to be well served.”
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