
 

 

Pinellas Park Performing Arts Center 
               

                4951 78th Avenue N, Pinellas Park, FL 33781               

 

 
MINUTES 

May 1, 2025 

Council Members Present: Julianne Pérez, Harold Paxton Jr., Fidel Johnson, Caterina Tassara, 

Brenda Carvalho, Carol Weideman, Richard Rock, Cheko Carter, Christine Britt 

 

Council Members Absent: Carlos Mercado, Jeanne Lafler, Dianelys Ruiz, Carol Bumiller, 

Keith Sabiel, Angel Addison, Fred Green, Deputy Studt 

Guests: Arelys Escalera – Pinellas County, Maya Goldstein – Community Tampa Bay, Cencio 

Minson (High Point NFC) 

 

JWB Staff: Yaridis L. Garcia 

 

I. Call to Order: The Chair called the meeting to order at 6:02 pm. 
A.  Welcome – Member and guest introductions. 
B.  Approval – March and April Minutes were approved. 

 

 

II. Open Agenda - Community Partner Updates 

- Pinellas Co. CDBG-DR draft plan is published on the County website. Please offer 

comments before submission to FEMA. Funds will be distributed in the Fall. 80% for 

families at 120% below the poverty level. After resident needs are addressed then there 

may be some funding for infrastructure, but this will come later. The deadline for public 

comment is May 23rd. Thursday May 13th and May 15th there will be review meetings. 

Pinellas recovers is the website of reference. 

- High Point will be having their community baby shower on May 29th from 12-2 pm. Please 

share with families in need. There are a small number of families that can be served. 

- Carol Whitman announced that the 2nd quarter winner was selected for the Kids First 

Awards. The next quarter is open. Gaby Moran, Directions for Living was selected. 

- BayCare Kids Family Expo has been approved for October the 4th  in Clearwater. This event 

will include a touch the trucks experience and Turbo Babies and Safe Sleep will be present. 

Massages for babies will be offered and car seats with installers. More details to come! 

- Julianne reported that in the Ridgecrest community there were issues last year with 

elementary school kids spray painting and using black toy guns in the community. It has 

started again. The Sherrif has been addressing this, without much success, with parents and 

kids not being responsive to warnings. Suggestions were made that Julianne connect with 

the Boys and Girls club or school administrators to discuss ways to engage parents/families 

around the impact of this type of behavior on the community’s sense of safety and pride.  
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- Head Start may be affected by Federal budget cuts, possibly 3 childcare centers will be 

shut down in Pinellas County. 

- The Pinellas County Housing Authority has announced that they have stopped awarding 

housing vouchers. 

- Rock reported that he is building a mental health component at the Rec. Center. More 

mental health support is needed in the community. This will be a pilot program with a 

licensed therapist who will be onsite. There will be 4 groups focusing on kids 5-12 for one 

month. The goal is to have someone onsite throughout the school year. Julianne suggested 

that possibly end of year students at a local university might be of service. 

- Community Tampa Bay – Anytown is a 4 day/4-night summer leadership program 

focusing on social identity and helping to build a better understanding of others. The 

program offers a free camp at Eckerd College. They are currently enrolling students 

between the ages of 14-18 yrs old for two sessions. The is a $25 registration fee. Enrollment 

is open until full. 

- On Saturday, June 7th at Clearwater East Community Library there will be a Hurricane 

Community Expo for the Latino community. This event is being funded by community 

event funding. The event is open to everyone. This is a bilingual event. 

 

III. JWB Updates 

- Leadership change, JWB CEO Beth Houghton has announced her retirement for July 

11th.  She has led the organization with a steadfast focus on doing good for children and 

families and she will be missed. 

- The next JWB Board Meeting is Thursday May 15th from 2-4 pm at the JWB building. 

There is always an opportunity for public comment at the meetings. Council members are 

strongly encouraged to attend and/or watch the next upcoming Board meetings.  

- On the 17th of May there will be a NAMI walk at England Brothers Park with JWB staff 

and Community Councils. Anyone interested in joining the walk please let Yaridis know 

ASAP. The walk is from 8:30 am – 12 pm. 

- Back to School events and Book Bus schedules will be released soon. Yaridis will send 

out the schedule. 

- Nonprofit Leadership Center trainings will be occurring again, and Community Councils 

members are invited to attend. The Executive team will be able to attend the NLC 

conference on June 12th. These trainings have been great so far and Council Members are 

pleased with the opportunity to continue to grow professionally. Members are encouraged 

to participate. 

- Community Events Funding – Funding is still available for any non-profit organization 

coordinating a small grassroots event. Grant amounts vary between $500 - $3,000 per 

applicant and more information can be found on the JWB website under the Community 

Council’s informational page. Questions can also be answered by Yaridis Garcia. 

 

IV. Council Business 

- The Council discussed finding the right time to recognize Carol Bumiller her for her 

contributions to the community. She has been on the council since 1998, and the 

community is better because of her dedication to children and families.  

- Richard Rock shared that he will be stepping down as Vice-Chair due to time constraints, 

effective immediately. There will be an election at the June meeting. Rock will continue to 

serve on the Council. Nominations will be accepted at the June 5th meeting for a 2-year 

commitment. Yaridis will send out a copy of the Job Description. We thank Rock for his 

contributions over the years. 
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- The first Kids First Cooperman Bogue award winner was chosen from the second round of 

applications received. The winner will be announced at the luncheon to be held in October 

on the 24th. 

- JWB Grand Families Event: Celebrating the Heroes of Caregiving 2025 

Council members met to discuss the layout and prepare for this event to be held on May 

10th at the Pinellas Park Performing Arts Center. Council Members are welcome to help 

set up this Friday from 3-5 pm. Saturday morning will be the priority for volunteering. 

Set up will be from 7 am to 9 am. There will also be breakfast for the vendors and the 

volunteers. Guests will receive burgers and hot dogs. Yaridis took down the names of 

members who will be staffing the event. There will be 42 community providers in the 

auditorium sharing resources with families. Brenda will help where needed, Fidel will 

assist with signage, Yarelis will help with vendor registration in lieu of Caterina not 

being able to be present due to a family health emergency. A floater is needed for the 

survey. Food distribution will need another volunteer. Various members volunteered to 

fill those positions. The Youth Leadership Committee will also be present to offer 

support where needed. The Council is excited to welcome the Grand Families to this 

special event. 

 

A motion to adjourn the meeting was called at 7:30 pm. Harold Paxton Jr. motioned, and Carol 

Wiedeman seconded. The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 pm by Chair Julianne Pérez. 

 

Meeting minutes respectfully submitted by Council Secretary, Caterina Tassara 

 


